To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Haslemere. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March,  1922. 

In  presenting  my  Ninth  Annual  Report,  for  the 
year  1921,  i would  call  attention  to  the  following  items 
of  special  interest : 

The  Birth  Rate  is  extremely  low,  not  much  more 
than  half  of  preceding  years ; and  it  is  of  serious 
augury  for  the  future  if  the  present  limitation  of  children 
throughout  the  Empire  continues  ; though  it  is 
doubtless  a reflexion  of  existing  financial  conditions. 

There  has  been  no  “ disease  ” mortality  in 
children  under  1 year,  a very  satisfactory  comment  on 
the  value  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  general  health  of  the  Community  has  been 
very  satisfactory,  as  evidenced  by  the  very  little 
infectious  disease  prevalent,  and  the  striking  absence 
of  deaths  under  forty-five.  It  has  been  an  uneventful 
year  on  the  whole. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  Rainfall  (average  36.33  inches)  was  for  1921, 
18.30  inches  on  131  days. 

Area.  Acres,  2263.  Population  Census,  1921,  3,865. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  896. 

Rateable  Value,  £27,164.  Assessable  Value,  £24,353. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £98,  after 
allowance  for  irrecoverables. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births — Legitimate,  47.  Illegitimate,  1. — Total,  48. 
(Male,  23.  Female,  25.) 

Birth  Rate— 12.41  per  1,000. 

Deaths — Males,  10.  Females,  27. — Total,  37. 

Death  Rate — 9.57  per  1,000. 

The  Deaths  were  exactly  the  same  as  in  1920, 
i.e.  : 37.0  total. 

Two  Children  died  under  one  year,  one  from  con- 
genital malformation  and  one  from  a surgical  condition, 
so  that  actually  none  died  from  disease. 

Of  the  Deaths,  the  noticeable  causes  were  : 


Cancer  ...  ...  6 

Heart  Disease  and  Circulation  ...  13 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pnuemonia  ...  ...  ...  2 


There  were  no  Deaths  from  violence  or  accident. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


A total  of  sixteen  included  : — 

Diphtheria,  3.  One  Death. 

Typhoid,  1. 

Tuberculosis,  2.  One  Surgical ; One  Lungs. 
Erysipelas,  1. 

Scarlet  Fever,  9.  Eight  treated  in  Farnham  Isolation 
Hospital. 


An  Analysis  of  the  Deaths,  in  Age  Groups, 
Shows  : 

Under  1 year 


1 to 

3 

years 

1 

3 „ 

10 

1 

30  „ 

45 

j > 

3 

45  ,, 

65 

).) 

9 

65  ,, 

75 

,, 

12 

Over 

75 

» > 

10 

SUMMARY  OF 

NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS  AND 
HOSPITALS . 

Two  District  Nurses  nurse  the  District:  both 
are  Certified  Midwives. 

Infectious  Cases  are  treated  at  Farnham  Isolation 
Hospital  when  required  : an  ambulance  is  provided 
from  the  Hospital. 

The  Haslemere  Cottage  Hospital,  of  12 

beds,  takes  local  Surgical  and  Medical  Cases. 

An  excellent  motor  ambulance  was  presented  to 
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the  town  by  W.  E.  Muir,  Esq.,  during  the  year,  and  is 
managed  by  the  U.  D.  C.  A new  General  Hospital  is 
in  course  of  erection  at  a cost  of  nearly  £30,000,  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  for  the  use  of  the  District,  as 
the  Cottage  Hospital  is  inadequte  to  its  needs.  It 
should  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1922  and  is  to 
contain  30  beds,  including  Maternity,  Private,  X-Ray 
and  General  Wards.  Th&  very  fine  site  has  also  been 
presented  to  the  town. 

St.  Agnes  Home,  Petersfield,  takes  un- 
married mothers  from  the  District.  There  is  some 
prospect  of  this  Home  being  shortly  moved  to 
Haslemere. 

Laboratory  Work. — This  is  done  by  .the 
Clinical  Research  Association. 

Influenza  Vaccine  and  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is 
provided  free  : Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out 
by  vaporized  formaldehyde. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE . 

This  Centre,  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  A.  Chandler, 
continues  to  do  excellent  work  and  is  increasingly 
popular.  A very  successful  Baby  Week  was  again 
held,  when  addresses  on  Child  Welfare,  prizes  and 
baby  photographs  were  given  to  a good  attendance,  in 
spite  of  the  rain,  of  both  mothers  and  babies,  and 
others  interested. 


Health  Visitor’s  Report  for  1921 : 


First  Visits  to  Infants  under  12  months  ...  44 

Subsequent  Visits,  up  to  5 years  ...  ...  154 

Attendances  at  Centre — New  Cases  ...  ...  40 

Ante-natal  ...  ..^  5 

Other  Attendances  ...  797 


HOUSING . 

Number  of  New  Houses. — During  the  year 
19  houses  (including  10  honses  of  the  Council’s 
Housing  Scheme)  were  commenced,  and  15  were 
completed  ready  for  occupation. 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses: 

Total  Number  inspected  for  Housing  defects  ...  83 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under 

the  Housing  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Houses  found  not  to  be,  in  all  respects, 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  28 

Remedied  without  service  of  Formal  Notices  ...  27 

Houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  0 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION - 

During  the  year,  strong  pressure  has  been  put  on 
all  owners  of  privies  or  earth  closets  to  convert,  where 
possible,  into  water  closets : a total  of  9 pail  closets 
and  2 privies  have  been  so  converted. 

The  number  of  cesspools  and  privies  visited  by 
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the  night  cart  has  been  57  : and  the  number  of  pail 
closets,  192. 

During  the  year  137  inspections  of  houses  were 
made.  Forty-seven  defects  or  nuisances  were  dis- 
covered and,  as  a result,  46  of  these  have  been 
remedied. 


R.  J.  HUTCHINSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health , 
Haslemere  Urban  District. 


